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The Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 

We are the Menominee Indian Tribe of a 

to what is now known as Wisconsin and the 

era, the Menominee u~..\.u!Ju:::u a land base esti· 

mated at 10 million acres; nmNP'VPr a series of seven treaties entered into 

with the United States Government the the Tribe witnessed its land 

base erode to a little more than "--'·'-'-'L''-' acres 

Our sacred of exists within our 1836 *'<>r'r'tt"r" at the mouth 

the Menominee which is located in the border cities of Ml and 

a mere 60 miles east of our n~"''""'''t Menominee Indian 

where our five main dans: Ancestral Moose and 

Crane were transformed into human form and became the first Menominee. 

As a result of our undeniable ties and of the Menominee River 

area, we have numerous sacred sites on the Menominee the area 

of the mine. Much like our brothers and sisters in the NODAPL movement 

we also know that water essential to life. The Menominee River is the very 

of life for the Menominee It also fife to and Wisconsin 

residents and the natural wildlife within the Great Lakes ecosystem. The harmful 

threats to this area and the interests of all who on the Menominee 

far the interests of a Canadian company and 

the denial of the necessary for the mine. 

The Proposed Back Forty Mine Project 

The Back Mine is a open 

the banks of the Menominee River ln lake 

Inc. a Canadian ne1ver•nmnt>r 

the necessary ::lnlnrn>v::llr<: to mine and process 

minerals at the site. 

The of Environmental 

for the nrr"""'T 

Air Use Permit were ::.nr\rnl<~<>rl 

metallic sulfide mine located on 

Resources 

;;,rrHIPI\1 seek• 

copper, silver and other 

has three of 

Permit and the 

on December 2016. The 

National Pollutant 

5, 2017 and the Wetlands Permit is 

Permit was 

''""'"til\/ under consideration. 

on 

The Menominee Nation and many allies local 

environmental and ,,.,.1nnr1e are OOIOO!ieCl to the 

committed to the about 

awareneSS Of the harmfUl rmt1:>l"IF<: 



Menominee burial mound within the Backlund 
Mound 

Raised Garden Beds on an upper terrace at 
the 60 Island Area of the Menominee River 

EPA-RS-2017-011805_0000139 

Menominee Connection to the Menominee River 

Our creation dates back thousands of years, when the Ancestral Bear <>m"'"''"n 
from the mouth of the Menominee River and was transformed into human form as 

the first Menominee. himself the Ancestral Bear called out to the 

to him as a brother. Over time 32 additional were taken as relatives and 

from this time on, the families united into an known as the clan 

The Menominee clan structure consists of 34 dans 

hr::.,tri,:.c or subdivisions 

into five main 

consists of a 
clan and a number of member clans. 

We continued to inhabit the Menominee River area for until the we reluc-

entered into an 1836 with the US. Menominee presence in the 60 Island 

area is well established both oral tribal and documented accounts. 

Menominee Cultural Resources in the Mine footprint 

Menominee burial 

<>3rt'ior\C are threatened 

of sites and raised 

111>\Ji>ll"'r'lrnPint of the nrr•nl"\<::<:>n mine. In 

excavated 3 of the 8 mounds in the Backlund 

site. Out of this excavation the remains of at least 20 

nominee ancestors were removed from the mounds. years of 

2017 the confirmed our cultural affiliation claim to the remains under 

the federal Native American Graves Protection and Act We 

remain steadfast in our efforts to our ancestors' burial sites as well as pro-

other cultural sites in the area. In addition to other cultural over 3 miles 

of beds span the banks of the river near the 60 Island area. The 

existence of 

of the soclhi!;tic,aticm and traditionallmc>wl,ertl:! 

beds at this latitude indicative 

of the Menominee. 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 Federal 

to take into account the effects of their 

and afford the Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable to 

comment. one of a few states where the Federal Government 

Section 404 Clean Water Act to the State. The Federal Government and 

have taken the nn,:IIU1trl to 

not a federal that +r•··~~·· Section 106 of the NHPA. To date no 106 con-

sultation with the Menominee Indian Tribe has occurred. Michi-

gan State inclusion of the Menominee has not occurred. 



of the mine would sit a mere 150 feet from the 

which forms the 

Wisconsin and and flows into the Green of Lake 

The Great Lakes contain 20% of the world's fresh surface 

water and 95% of the U.S. surface water. An estimated 663 million 

in the lack access to safe water and 

threats to this resource should not be taken 

This proposes to not extract minerals but also process the 

minerals onsite. Sulfide mines pose serious threats associated with the 

ovt·rorY~<>ilu hazardous to freshwater 

streams and 

nation would have 

mn'"'"T"'r Mine related water contami­

sects, and humans whose existence is 

ter from the Menominee River and the 

in-

on dean wa­

Great lakes ecc>sv:sre:m 

In addition to the Menominee the Escanaba State Forest's 

Lakes Oak-Pine Barrens I:CCIIOglcal Reference Area and 

There no debate on whether the ..,,.,. .... ,...,.,," 

contaminate the Menominee River area. The 

but rather when it will and to what extent. 

are 
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